
Charity
Bazzill Places We Love Cardstock - Blue, 
Red and Green
Patterned paper (long discontinued) - 
Carolee’s Creations
1” letter stamps - Dawn Houser for 
Inkadinkadoo
4x rose silk flowers
4x antique copper mini brads - Making 
Memories
1x butterfly sticker - The Gifted Line
1x postage stamp
1x clothing label
Navy blue satin ribbon
fine line black pen
black dye ink
sewing machine -- gold and black threads

You don’t need those supplies at all -
- in fact, let me just say right now that I 
don’t expect your layout to look anything 
like mine!  Ok, a little bit.  But you’re not 
entirely cloning this page, that much is for 
certain.

When ‘charity’ was given to me as a 
theme, it seemed not that impossible, 
but this page didn’t come out perhaps 
as I imagined when I first said yes to the 
charity challenge.  The page you see here 
is actually from a funny little album I keep 
called ‘where was i?’ in which i explore 
different events in the world and how 
they affect me. I write/create in that book 
whenever something from the news is on 
my mind, as a bit of a spin on the ‘where 
were you when JFK was assassinated’ 
question.  John Lennon’s assassination 
is my earliest clear memory in life, so it 
starts there and I put entries in just as 
and when.  So this page is actually my 
tsunami response page...

Obviously I don’t expect you to have such 
an obscure album.  There are plenty of 
more logical interpretations of the title 
phrase ‘Charity comes from the Heart’.  
How about:
*a tribute to someone who always went 
out of their way for your benefit?
*an explanation of a family heirloom 
gained through a gift at some stage?
*any touching gift you have received?
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*a time when you witnessed your child in the 
act of giving?
*the trials of a friendship or relationship with 
give & take?
...or anything that involves the spirit of giving 
in your life.

If you have obvious photos (or can take 
obvious photos) then you’re well on your 
way.  The photos I have used appear completely obscure, but they 
are relevant to all the journaling that is tucked away.  If you don’t 
have obvious photos, consider your options: using photos that fit 
the mood (that’s what I did), taking some photos of the person or 
objects in your story, leaving space for photos to be added later or 
even creating the entire thing without photos.  

Or...of course...you could wait until tomorrow and then use the 
directions for
any other topic and leave that whole charity idea entirely!

Once you’ve got a theme, we’re set.  The 
steps are actually quite simple and there’s 
just a few shimisms I’d love for you to try. 
:)  Feel free to use what you like and dump 
what you don’t!

1. The blue cardstock is your background.  
It stays intact!



2. Cut the red cardstock to 8”x10” and adhere 
to your background.  Stitch with gold thread on 
a zigzag stitch, if you’re happy to use a sewing 
machine.

3. Choose your photos and crop as needed -- I 
kept two at full 4x6 size and cropped one much 
smaller.  Adhere one directly to the red block, on 
the left.  Adhere the others to the right hand side, 
overlapping so they are partially on the red and 
partially on blue.  Leave a gap in the middle for your 
journaling.  Stitch with a straight stitch in black on 
your machine.

4. Tear four strips of patterned paper.  I used the 
same paper because it was already a collaged 
design, but you could just as easily use different 
papers that coordinate.

5. Adhere three of the strips below the red block.  
The fourth strip goes in the top right corner of the 
layout.  Stitch with a straight stitch on your machine, 
if you’re sewing along.

6. Stamp, write or type the title on green cardstock 
(or another colour that matches).  Cut into three 
equally sized strips -- charity, comes from, the 
heart.  Ink the edges if you desire.

7. Adhere your title by placing each line in the gap 
between the three patterned strips, but flush with 
the left side of the background cardstock.

8. Adhere about 4” of ribbon to the top left corner, 
and wrap the excess over the top of the back, 
securing on the back.  Do the same with a 2” ribbon 
on the top right corner.

9. Use your paper piercer to make three holes for 
flowers -- two on the longer ribbon and one on the 
shorter.  Secure each of the flowers with a mini 
brad. 

10. Write your basic journaling on the green 
cardstock (or whatever colour you used for the 
title).  Handwrite or type, using substantial spacing 
between each line.

11. Cut the lines apart, ink the edges if you desire, 
then adhere in the centre of the page.

12. Make the minibook for the rest of the photos or 
journaling.  This is a strip of green cardstock about 
7.5” by 3”.  Fold in thirds and add whatever you like 

to the inside -- mine is just writing, but that’s because of the 
album.  You can include more words or photos or
memorabilia in yours -- whatever you like!

13. Decorate the cover of the minibook.  Only one panel will 
show, so you can just focus on that panel.  I started with a 
torn scrap of the same patterned paper, added a torn strip of 
the red cardstock, then added some ephemera that related 
to my journaling: a clothing tag (which I sprayed with metallic 
walnut ink) and a postage stamp.  The butterfly sticker is just 
one of my favourite accents -- I use them on lots of collaged 
pieces, no real symbolic importance.  You can add whatever 
you like here -- go the ephemera route with things plucked 
from ‘real life’ or go the embellished route and create a pretty 
combination of scrapbook accents!  

One hint: cut/tear generously so you can fold some of your 
papers over and secure on the back of the panel.  It keeps 
the collaged items from coming loose if the book is opened 
and closed.

14.  Finish the book by folding it up and tying it closed with 
matching ribbon.  Add one more flower with a minibrad.

15.  Adhere the minibook with plenty of adhesive on the back 
of the middle panel.

That’s it -- you’re all done!

Above all, I’d love if you’d try to create your page using a few 
of my
favourite techniques:
-journaling in strips
-machine stitching
-creating a visual triangle (the flowers sit in three corners to 
keep
your eye in the middle)
-including a fold-up book of journaling

Happy cybercropping.  And GO SAINTS! :)


