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The DaVinci Code 
 

Class Supply Lists:Class Supply Lists:Class Supply Lists:Class Supply Lists:    

-2x Portrait photos 3”x4” & 2”x3” 

-2 sheets of A5 water colour paper (or 
cardstock weight patterned paper like Basic 
Grey) 

-2x water colour paint (class uses red & blue) 

-1x Medium size brush 

-1x Zig writer or any thin nib pen that doesn’t 
run when water colour is applied 

-1 ea Sheet of vintage music and vintage book 
page 

-1 x Tim Holtz masks – Borderline 

-1 x length of fine jewellery wire 

-1 x set of alphabet for title (class used MM 
Cheeky Shimmer stickers in black) 

-2 x length of lace 

-3 x brads 

-5 x buttons 

-8 x beads 

(The next items can be swapped to suit your 
layout) 
-1 x Jenni Bowlin mini bingo card 
-1 x Prima Say it in Crystals flower center 
-2 x small tags 
-1 x clock face stamp (used Heidi Swapp) 
-1 x jewel swirl (used Prima) 
-1 x Maya Road microchips scallop chipboard 
frame 
-1 x Jenni Bowlin die cut label mini 
-3 x Prima flowers (used Collage paper flowers) 
-1 x small stamp 
1 x label sticker (class uses Fontwerks warm 
Boho cardstock stickers) 
1 x sheet of background cardstock (used Bazzill 
smoothie in white 

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
 

I am using two portrait photos 3”x4” and 2”x3” and we are 
going to make some frames for these photos.  I love Tim 
Holtz masks and will show you one way of using it to make 
the frames and because this is a watercolour class, we will 
use watercolour to colour the frames. 

My layout is about how I am a struggling piano student 
because I don’t get the beat so I have also made some musical 
type embellishments using watercolour. 

I have designed this class to minimize the amount of 
products you need to buy to complete the class so I hope 
more people will be able to have a go at using watercolour.  
If you were like me who struggled with watercolour at 
school, you might want to give this medium another shot. 

 

 



 

  

Instructions:Instructions:Instructions:Instructions:    

Making the Frames:Making the Frames:Making the Frames:Making the Frames:    

Step 1 Step 1 Step 1 Step 1                 Lightly draw a 3”x4” rectangle on a sheet of watercolour 
paper with pencil. 

Step 2Step 2Step 2Step 2     Place the largest swirly mask along the long edge of the 
rectangle.  When I do this, I try to line up the pattern so that the 
arrows form the two ends of my frame.  This makes the frame 
symmetrical and I am able to continue the line of the arrows down 
to form the straight lines around my frame.  As you can see in the 
photo, I also keep the mask attached to the backing sheet as this will 
keep the mask straight and much easier to handle. 

Step 3Step 3Step 3Step 3     Draw around the mask using a waterproof pen such as a 
Zig Writer.   

Step 4Step 4Step 4Step 4    Remove the mask. Complete the frame by drawing a 
rectangle just outside your pencil drawn rectangle followed by 
straight lines down from the arrows.  Erase any pencil marks. 

Step 5Step 5Step 5Step 5     Now the fun bit. I want to use my favourite colours red 
and blue. In my set of 12 Reeves watercolour, I have 2 types of blue 
and 2 reds so I painted a small swatch on the edge of the 
watercolour paper to check which ones I want to use.  I decided on 
Crimson and Phtalo Blue. 

Step 6Step 6Step 6Step 6     Squirt a small amount of blue paint on your palette. Wet 
your brush with water and dip it lightly in the blue paint.  Take it 
to another spot on the palette and mix the paint with a lot of water.  
You might need to dip your brush in water 2-3 times more to get a 
light blue mix.  Use this to paint your frame all over. 

Step 7Step 7Step 7Step 7     Next we are going to apply a darker mix of blue.  I always 
have some kitchen towels ready at this stage to dry my brush or to 
mop up any mistake. Wet your brush, take a dip at the blue paint 

and mix it at another spot. Clean your brush with water, dab lightly 
on a kitchen towel. 

a. Use the darker blue mix to paint along the edges of your frame.  
If you have applied too much colour, quickly dab at it with a 
kitchen towel. 

b. Repeat step 6 and 7 with red paint. 
c. Make another frame for the smaller photo and using the smaller 

mask.  Swap the colours around by first applying red and 

highlighting with blue.  
d. Cut around the outside of both frames. 

 

StepsStepsStepsSteps    1111----4444    

 

 

 

 

                         

Steps 5Steps 5Steps 5Steps 5----11111111    



 

Assembling your layout 

Someone remarked on how most of the paper and embellishments on my layouts are not very well stuck down.  Now, 

there is a reason for that. I tend to use 2 short (approx 1”) strips of double sided tape on the back.  These would usually 

be stuck about 1” away from the bottom and top edges ( or left and right edges ) so that I can slip other items 

underneath.  So if you prefer a well stuck down page, you might have to change the order of placements a little. 

  

Making Other Water Coloured ItemsMaking Other Water Coloured ItemsMaking Other Water Coloured ItemsMaking Other Water Coloured Items::::    

I have also made a few other water coloured items to use as embellishments for my layout.  My layout has 
a musical theme so it is entirely appropriate that I have made music inspired embellishments.  You might 
want to draw something more suitable for your own layout.  

Step 1Step 1Step 1Step 1     Draw a bird on a page out of a vintage book.  Mine is from Pride & Prejudice.  Apply a light wash 
of watercolour to it.  Try not to over-wet the paper as the paper is very thin and will buckle from too 
much water. Allow to dry before cutting out.  Optionally, I also machine stitched around the bird by first 
sticking it to cardstock and then stitching. 
Step 2Step 2Step 2Step 2   Draw a musical note on a sheet of music.  Apply a light wash of watercolour to it.  Cut it out once 
dry. 
Step 3Step 3Step 3Step 3   Draw a treble cleft on a spare piece of watercolour paper.  Paint and cut out. 
Step 4Step 4Step 4Step 4    If you don’t like drawing your own embellishment, you can use stamps but remember to use 
something like Staz On so the ink does not run. 
Step 5Step 5Step 5Step 5     Stamp a clock face on a spare piece of watercolour paper. Paint and cut out. 

Step 6Step 6Step 6Step 6    Failing that, the ones I drew are attached (see below). 

Making beaded Prima flowersMaking beaded Prima flowersMaking beaded Prima flowersMaking beaded Prima flowers::::    
Step 1Step 1Step 1Step 1     If you want to make the beaded Prima flowers, follow these steps. 
Step 2Step 2Step 2Step 2    My beads are approximately 8mm.  Whilst the size does not really matter, I am not sure small seed 
beads would work as well.  Thread a bead onto beading wire.  Wrap and twist the wire around the bead. 
Step 3Step 3Step 3Step 3    Add another bead.  Wrap and twist as for the first.   
Step 4Step 4Step 4Step 4    Repeat until you have a nice cluster.  With the size of beads I have used, I find 2 or 3 sufficient.  
Step 5Step 5Step 5Step 5     Scrunch up the cluster.  Because I have used plain wire, the cluster should keep its shape. Some 
coated beading wire does not work so well for this. 
Step 6Step 6Step 6Step 6   Attach to the middle of a flower using glue dots. 

       Assembling Your LayoutAssembling Your LayoutAssembling Your LayoutAssembling Your Layout::::     
        

       Someone remarked on how most of the paper and  
       embellishments on my layouts are not very well stuck 
       down.  Now, there is a reason for that.  I tend to use 2 
       short (approx 1”) strips of double sided tape on the  
       back.  These would usually be stuck about 1” away 
from 
       the bottom and top edges (or left and right edges) so  
       that I can slip other items underneath.  If you prefer 
       a well stuck down page, you might have to change the 
       order of placements a little. 
       Step 1Step 1Step 1Step 1                Attach photos to your frame. 
       Step 2Step 2Step 2Step 2                Stick the large photo and frame to the back- 
       Ground cardstock. 
 
Step 3Step 3Step 3Step 3    If you are using the Jenni Bowlin Die-cut Mini Label, cut it into 2, approx 1/3, 2/3 in proportion.  
This proportion works well to go under my small frame.  If you don’t hve one to hand, you could always 
cut one out of Bazzill.. 
Step 4Step 4Step 4Step 4    Attach the larger part of the label die cut to the cardstock, next to the larger frame. 
Step 5Step 5Step 5Step 5    Attach the smaller frame over the die cut label. 
Step 6Step 6Step 6Step 6    Tie a piece of lace to the large treble cleft.  Tie some small tags to the lace.  Attach the treble cleft 
over the two photo frames using foam pads. 
Step 7Step 7Step 7Step 7    Slip the clock face just under the Jenni Bowlin label 
Step 8Step 8Step 8Step 8    Attach the bird above the larger frame.  Add jewel “eye”.  Add a length of lace to bird. 
Step 9Step 9Step 9Step 9    Cut the top of the bingo card and slip under the bird. 
Step 10Step 10Step 10Step 10    Add a label sticker just above the bingo card. 
Step 11Step 11Step 11Step 11    I  have identified the area opposite the bird as journaling space.   Attach the small portion of the 
Jenni Bowlin label opposite the bird. By using the same colour and shape of the label die cut on both sides, I 
am making the connection between the two sides. 
Step 12Step 12Step 12Step 12    Draw some journaling lines opposite the bird. 
Step 13Step 13Step 13Step 13  I then stamped some numbers on the label die cut. 
 

 



 

 

Assembly  (Continued)Assembly  (Continued)Assembly  (Continued)Assembly  (Continued)    
Step 14Step 14Step 14Step 14   Attach the water coloured musical note that you made earlier over the stamped numbers.  
Step 15Step 15Step 15Step 15    Add the buttons, brads and eyelets to layout.  These are added as a “sprinkle” across the two sides, 
again, to connect the two sides. 
Step 16Step 16Step 16Step 16    Add title. 
Step 17Step 17Step 17Step 17    Write your journaling. 

 

 

??Whodunnit????Whodunnit????Whodunnit????Whodunnit??    
Can you guess the designer 
from these clues? 

−− Not from the UK 

−− Designs computer 
programs 

−− Loves traveling 

−− Scrapbooker for 3 years, 

named “Scrapbooker of the 

Year” for Scrapbook 

Magazine 
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